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              CLUB MEETS: Wednesdays  from 6.00 pm  @Rotary Office 

            Evergreen Centre,   Unit 6  4-18 Discovery Drive, North Lakes. 

 

Mar 7 161 - Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius dies and is 

succeeded by co-Emperors Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus, an 

unprecedented political arrangement in the Roman Empire…1876  - 

Alexander Graham Bell is granted a patent for the telephone… 1912 

Roald Amundsen announces discovery of the South Pole… 1933 

Game of "Monopoly" invented… 1962 Beatles made their 

broadcasting debut on BBC radio… 1996  - The first photographs of 

Pluto's surface are released.  
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Last week our Club hosted a Rotary Information Night where we welcomed 

Karyn & John back along with Richie  to show them what Rotary and our Club is 

all about.  We started with showing a clip of ‘5 Myths of Rotary’ - 

https://www.facebook.com/BeingRotarian/videos/1683177821703803/  

Ashley then went on to do a short presentation of the club past /present 

Community Service Projects and money raised for the community, followed by 

Laura sharing her Rotary Journey from being a Youth Exchange Student from 

South Africa to Gympie 30+yrs ago, to moving to Australia to now being a 

Rotarian and heading the EarlyAct Club where she is a teacher at Hercules State 

Primary School.  We then finished the night off with some generic Rotary 

Information and Club commitments including financials.  

 

We look forward to welcoming Karyn, Richie & John back to our club meetings 

any time they wish to join us again. 

 

This week we welcome back Casey Burke our rebound Youth Exchange Program 

Student.  Casey will be showcasing all the things she did/enjoyed/missed/was 

different in the past year in Italy.  Looking forward to a wonderful presentation 

Casey!  Next week on 14th March, we have another rebound Youth Exchange 

Program student doing her presentation – Brooke Manning (Brazil).   

 

The year is creeping by very quickly, thanks to Andreas for keeping 

our Club meeting program running smoothly and filled with some 

interesting speakers. Have a great week everyone… having fun  

Making a Difference in our Community             Cheers for now         Colleen 
 



The Rotary Club of ST. GALLEN in SWITZERLAND is part of Rotary District 

2000 and was chartered in 1925. They meet MONDAYS for lunch and 

currently have 111 members.  

Club Rotarian Andreas Kressibucher will be visiting there this week. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, A toast to the ROTARY CLUB OF ST. GALLEN 

                    NEXT WEEK: 

                    March 14 – Brooke Manning – YEP Rebounder  (Brazil) 

                    March 21 – Club Forum 

                    March 28 – Rotary Peace Scholar – Ashuen Alor   

 CLUB ROSTER - IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO CARRY OUT YOUR REQUIRED DUTIES, 

PLEASE ASK ANOTHER MEMBER TO FILL IN FOR YOU **** 

Date  ► 

Duty  ▼ 

 7th March 

 

14th March 21st March 

 

28th March 

 

      

Chair  Bernard Bernard Bernard Bernard       

Duty  Gerry Gerry Gerry Gerry       

Host  Ashley Ashley Ashley Ashley       

Thanks  Garry Garry Garry Garry       

    

    

  

  

 

  

JOHN LLOYD 9TH MARCH … LOIS STOLZ  16TH MARCH … DEB EL-SAADI 25th MARCH … 
ALAN MALE 26th MARCH 

     
 

 
ASHLEY BROAD 3/3/83; (Congratulations..wow.. 35 years!!!) 
FRED STOLZ 31/03/10;  PAT BURKE 29/3/17; ANDREAS 
KRESSIBUCHER and LAURA VAN ZYL 29/3/17.                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      

                                                                                                            

This week, we have the pleasure 

of officially welcoming back our 

Club’s 27th Outbound Youth 

Exchange Program student Casey 

Burke who spent the past 12 

months in Italy..  

Also bring along some cash and 

support her as she is soon to lose 

her beautiful hair in aid of 

charity for the Shave For a Cure 

cause ..refer page 7 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEETING… 



                                DISHWASHER EXTRAORDINAIRE! 

A young boy went to visit his 72 year old Grandpa Dougie and while eating the breakfast 

of eggs and bacon prepared for him, he noticed a film-like substance on his plate. So he 

says, “Grandpa Dougie, are these plates clean?” Grandpa Dougie replies, “Those plates 

are as clean as cold water can get them, so go on and finish your meal.” That afternoon, 

while eating the hamburgers his grandfather made for lunch, he noticed many little black 

specks around the edge of his plate so again he asked, “Grandpa Dougie are you sure 

these plates are clean?” Without looking up from his burger, Grandpa Dougie says, “I told 

you… those dishes are as clean as cold water can get them, please don’t ask me about it 

anymore.”  

Well, later that day, they were on their way out to get dinner. As he was leaving the 

house, Grandpa Dougie’s dog who was lying on the floor started to growl and would not 

let him pass. “Grandpa Dougie, your dog won’t let me out.” Without diverting his 

attention from the footy game he was watching, Grandpa Dougie shouted, “For Heaven’s 

sake Coldwater, get out of his way!” 

  

                                                                                                            

 

 

 

 

NEXT ONE: TUESDAY 20
TH

 MARCH, 2018 

  AT  BUNNINGS ROTHWELL STORE.. 

FUNDS RAISED TO BE 

DONATED TO ASSIST                

    CHAMELEON HOUSE. 

  VOLUNTEER HELPERS -                   

                            PLEASE LIAISE WITH:  

            ASHLEY BROAD  PH: 0419 793 353 

     

                                                                                                               FUTURE BBQ DATES: MONTHLY .. DATES  T.B.A.  
******************************** 

 

 

            

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

 

 

  

 

 

 

PUT YOUR  WEEKLY 

2 BUCKS WORTH IN 

YET!!???! 

Last Sunday BBQ Shift 2: Christine Simpson (The Broads next door neighbour), Sue Broad, 

Deb El-Saadi, Cella Peixoto (all the way from Brazil!!! Haha  ) and Jerry Smith . 

NEXT WEEK, we have the pleasure of 

officially welcoming back our Club’s 28th 

Outbound Rotary Youth Exchange Program 

student Brooke Manning who spent the past 

12 months in BRAZIL.. We look forward to her 

presentation about life in one of the world’s 

most vibrant countries!! 

Last Sunday BBQ Shift 1: These guys are having waaaay too much fun! Fred Stolz, Renaté Gibson (with 

granddaughter Josie-Lee), Casey Burke and Ashley Broad ..Thanks also to Col O’Brien and Garry Gibson 

who also assisted on the day.. Our Club is likely to nett around $1,000 from our day at Bunnings Rothwell. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Another fine sample of what ROTARY contacts can create!!! 

Fred Fawke – Chair of Rotary District 9710  Donations In Kind Support 

Ops in Sydney was up here in Brisbane visiting a relative at Peninsula 

Private Hospital in Kippa Ring…and engaged in a conversation with 

Samantha Wharemate, Medical Ward Nurse Unit Manager about DIK 

operations.. Next thing.. Fred sends our Club an email to ask us to 

contact the respective personnel to establish a line of communication..  

RC Kippa Ring-North Lakes Rotarian Ashley Broad took the initiative of 

contacting Samantha as well as Chris Flanagan; who advised that they 

hold many items which were surplus to their current requirements due 

to upgrades etc.. Ashley consequently visited the premises and now we 

have been presented with an Anaesthetic machine which is going to be 

forwarded ( via Our Club’s members ) to the Rotary District 9600 D.I.K. 

facility in Durack to be packed into a shipping container to be 

onforwarded to PORT MORESBY General Hospital very soon. 

This is a fantastic networking example of Rotary 

International. We are sure that Port Moresby General  

Hospital will be absolutely delighted with their new  

acquisition. 

Last week, our Club hosted a Rotary Information Night to give prospective (and Newer Club) members an 

insight into what Rotary is all about .. at all levels.. Presenters included Club President Colleen Caruana.. 35 

YEAR Rotarian Ashley Broad.. and our newest Club Member ( former Rotary Youth Exchange Program 

Inbound student – South Africa; and current local School Teacher)  Laura van Zyl.. 



 50 years ago, the first Rotaract club was formed to give 

young adults a place to connect and take action for 

good. Rotaract members from each decade share what 

the program was like and how it shaped their lives. 

lBy Arnold R. Grahl     The year is 1968. A wall divides East and West Berlin, as the Cold War rages on. The U.S. and the Soviet Union are 
locked in a space race, and Apollo 8 becomes the first manned spacecraft to orbit the moon, sending back pictures of Earth from deep 
space. 

And Rotary members in North Carolina, USA, charter the first Rotaract club, to provide young people opportunities for service. 

A half-century has passed since those first Rotaract clubs began inspiring young leaders to take action to improve their communities. The 
world has changed, as has the way Rotaract members connect with one another. But the underlying values of the program, and what 
attracts people to it, remain remarkably the same.  

To celebrate Rotaract’s 50th anniversary, former Rotaractors from six decades were asked to share 
their experiences of the program and explain how it shaped their lives.  

We will run these stories throughout March…via our Club Bulletin.. Here is one of these articles.  

Geetha Jayaram, a pre-med student in Bangalore, India, became charter secretary of an early Rotaract club in 1968. Her father was an 
influential businessman in the city, and he and his friends believed the program was the perfect place for their college-age children. 

“They encouraged us to join as a group,” recalls Jayaram, who met her husband, Jay Kumar, the charter president, through the club. “We 
were all very happy to do it, because we were medical students, engineering students, and students of other vocations who got together 
and planned what projects we wanted to do. What enabled us to stick together was that on weekends we went around collecting funds 
for our projects and worked together.” 

Within a year, Rotaract was already so established in India that a district conference in 1969 drew thousands. Jayaram believes the 
program took off so fast there because the need for helping others was so evident. 

Geetha Jayaram, left, pictured at one of the health clinics she founded in India, was a charter 
secretary of a Rotaract club in 1968. 

“It was visible, tangible,” she says. “It was not something you thought about doing for 
somebody in some faraway country. It was right there in front of you.”  

Rotary’s Four-Way Test, with its reference to “the truth,” also appealed to young people.  

“We were post-independence children and Gandhi followers, and speaking the truth was a big thing in those 
days,” she says.  

Jayaram says Rotaract benefited from Rotary’s reputation as a well-respected organization in India. People felt 
proud to belong to it. Participating in Rotary was a family activity, so many young people grew up experiencing 
Rotary events.  

“Every time we’d go to some picnic or concert or competition, there were always adults with children involved with all of the games and 
activities and food preparing,” Jayaram says.  

After finishing her bachelor’s degree, Jayaram came to the United States to pursue advanced degrees in med icine. She joined a Rotary club 
in Maryland in 1997 and founded the Maanasi Clinic in Mugalur, Karnataka, India, to provide mental health services to indigent women 
there. A former recipient of a Rotary Grant for University Teachers, she was awarded the Rotary Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award 
in 2014-15.  She is an associate professor in the departments of psychiatry, public health, nursing, and the Armstrong Institute for Patient 

Safety and Quality at the Johns Hopkins School of Medicine in Baltimore. 

“I’m really proud I’m a Rotarian,” she says. “At Johns Hopkins, I always talk about my 
humanitarian work and how Rotary has enabled me to do 
so much with very little overhead. It’s hard to find that 
anywhere else.” 

d R. Grahl 
Rotaract’s 50th anniversary is on 13 March, 2018 



ON FACEBOOK from  space. And Rotary members in North Carolina, USA, charter 

the first Rotaract club, to provide young people opportunities for service. 

 

A half-century has passed since those first Rotaract clubs began inspiring young 

leaders to take action to improve their communities. The world has changed, as 

has the way Rotaract members connect with one another. But the underlying 

values of the program, and what attracts people to it, remain remarkably the 

same.  

 

To celebrate Rotaract’s 50th anniversary, we asked former Rotaractors from six 

decades to share their experiences of the program and explain how it shaped 

their lives.  

 

Here HOW ROTARY MAKES HELP HAPPEN…. 

Rotary has issued a global challenge to its members, asking them to work collectively to improve education quality 
and access — particularly for girls — by working with communities to improve teacher training, curriculum, and 
water, sanitation, and hygiene facilities. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                        people have access to sanitation and hygiene thanks to Rotary projects 

Clean water and sanitation is a human right. When people, 

especially children, have access to clean water, sanitation, and 

hygiene, they lead healthier and more successful lives. 

We don’t just build wells and walk away. Rotary members 

integrate water, sanitation, and hygiene into education 

projects. When children learn about disease transmission and 

practice good hygiene, they miss less school. And they can take 

those lessons home to their families, expanding our impact. 



Hey all, Casey Burke here  

I'm taking part in Worlds Greatest Shave this year, a charity event to raise money to support patients and their families while 

going through treatment for blood cancer as well as for research funding. Blood cancer kills more people every year than breast 

cancer and melanoma and every day, 35 people are diagnosed with this life threatening condition… I’ll be shaving my head 

completely bald for the event and was wondering if anyone would be willing to donate, every dollar helps. I have a total goal of 

$2,500. I’ll leave the link below. If anyone could help out, or wants to take part in colouring or shaving their head it would mean 

the world to not only the people receiving treatments but also their families. Thanking you in advance for your kind 

consideration.    http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/caseyburke 

       

 

 

COME ON FOLKS – DON’T SPLIT HAIRS!!  LET’S SUPPORT CASEY!! 

 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Garry 

During my last days in Mexico, I was able to donate the money raised to a cause that needed it the 

most. Just on the outskirts of my city Puebla, an orphanage was damaged in the September 

earthquake. This orphanage housed 100 children, provided them with a home, food and schooling. 

The building was formerly a monastery, it's 3 stories tall and took about 20 minutes to walk through 

the entire structure. During the earthquake, the whole orphanage was damaged, but more so to the 

entire third floor which housed all the older kids, the nuns who cared for them and the chapel. 

However, due to the severity of the damage, the lower two levels which were the kitchens, dining 

rooms, classrooms, libraries and housing for all the younger children, had to be evacuated too. This 

left the 100 children to be moved to temporary homes, but left without permanent housing or 

schooling.  

I visited this orphanage and met two of the nuns who work and live there. They told me that the 

children were fortunate enough that they weren't in the building at the time of the earthquake, but 

they don't know what they could do in the future. We brought in an architect with us who after 

assessing the sight confirmed that they were not able to continue living there until extensive repairs 

and reconstructions could be made. The government cannot provide the orphanage with money 

which has left them with no money for repairs.  

After completing our tour of the orphanage, myself and two Rotarians made an agreement that this 

place was in need of assistance, and it was the best place to donate the money. Upon presenting the 

two nuns the raised $2048, they were visibly shocked and even a little emotional as we knew the 

money donated will go a long way in helping these kids for the time being until their orphanage is 

rebuilt.  For now, Rotary Puebla will continue to correspond with them and help them in the future. 

Thank you so much to everyone that donated to this cause. These children were in desperate need of 

aid, and with the help of all the donations, we were able to provide them with these caring nuns who 

run the orphanage voluntarily means to continue caring for these children. I know that all of these 

people who will benefit from this money will be grateful for the hope you all have given them.  

Jenna Woodhouse  YEP Student 2017/18 from RC Umina Beach – NSW  - emailed 1ST MARCH, 2018 

Just one day after a devastating  earthquake in Mexico, 

thousands jumped in to action to help those affected. 

The only Aussie YEP student in Mexico.. Jenna 

Woodhouse and fellow YEP students living in Puebla 

assisted in the collection of donations. Rotary, Rotaract 

and Interact clubs from across the city worked together 

to collect, package and send of boxes of food, water, 

sanitary items, clothes and medical supplies to their 

neighbouring town, Atlixco, where many historical 

buildings and houses had been damaged. 

Jenna off her own initiative set up a GOFundMe 

campaign to raise funds .. her initial target was $1,500 .. 

she reached $2,048 …   

CONGRATULATIONS JENNA! 

Just another example of:::::  



 

As thousands of refugees streamed into Berlin, they strained the health care system. Rotarian and physician Pia 

Skarabis-Querfeld spent the last three years building a network of volunteer doctors to help those in need. 

On the nightly news and around her city, Pia Skarabis-Querfeld saw the refugees arriving in Berlin after fleeing war, persecution, and poverty 
in their home countries. Wanting to help, she gathered a bag of clothes to donate and headed to a nearby gym filled with refugees. 

What began as a single act of charity eventually evolved into an all-encompassing volunteer project: Over the next three years, Skarabis-
Querfeld would build and run a network that, at peak times, would include more than 100 volunteers helping thousands of refugees at 
community centers, tent camps, and other shelters across the city.  

Today, her nonprofit, Medizin Hilft  (Medicine Helps), continues to treat patients with nowhere else to turn. 

That day she went to the gym was a few days before Christmas 2014. Skarabis-Querfeld had been busy with work and preparing for the 
holidays. She was looking forward to a much-needed break, and she thought clothes for the refugees would be a kind gesture befitting the 
spirit of the season.  

When she arrived at the gymnasium to drop off her donation, Skarabis-Querfeld found sick children, most of them untreated because 
hospitals in the area were overrun. Helpers were not allowed to give out pain relievers or cough syrup due to legal constraints. All they could 
do was send people to the emergency room if they looked extremely ill. 

Seeing this, and knowing about the treacherous journeys the refugees had just made across land and sea, Skarabis-Querfeld, who is a 
medical doctor and Rotarian, returned that same afternoon with medical supplies and her husband, Uwe Querfeld, who is a professor of 
paediatrics and a Rotarian.  

The couple spent most of that holiday treating patients in the gymnasium.  “The 
suffering of the people, their bitter fate, it wouldn’t let go of me,” says Skarabis-
Querfeld. ‘You just don’t forget’ 

In 2015, the German ministry in charge of refugees received more than 1 million 
applications for asylum, straining the public health system.  

Germany was a popular destination during the mass migration of people from 

Syria and other countries with conflict, in part because Chancellor Angela Merkel 
embraced them. Unlike some other European leaders, Merkel said it was 
Germany’s responsibility to help, and she called on citizens to welcome those 
escaping hardship elsewhere.  

By 2017, the political winds had changed. Many Germans had become indifferent 
to or skeptical about the immigrants. The balance of power in Germany’s 
parliament shifted during the September election, and the country continues to 
grapple with the logistics and cost of helping refugees and their families.   

While the politics played out at the famed Riechstag building in the heart of Berlin, Skarabis-Querfeld and other volunteers were treating 
patients only a few kilometers away.  

“I had a young girl whose whole family was almost beaten to death because they were Christians,” says Skarabis-Querfeld, a member of 
the Rotary Club of Berlin-Tiergarten. “The girl began to have epilepsy after being beaten into a coma. I’m not used to seeing these kinds 
of scars and burns.”  

The Rotary Club of Berlin-Nord was quick to support Skarabis-Querfeld’s non-profit work. National media took notice of her efforts. She 
estimated she was volunteering 20 hours a week in addition to working her regular job. Other Rotary clubs, including Rotary Club of Berlin-
Tiergarten, joined the effort. 

“I had moments when I thought, ‘I’m going to throw it all away, and then I’ll get my life back.’ But then my sense of responsibility kicked in 
again for this project that has grown so much and grown together,” she says.  

https://medizin-hilft.org/en/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/cities-and-refugees-the-german-experience/
https://berlin-tiergarten.rotary.de/

